
Bulletin No.: 08-08-51-002A

Date: Jan-2013

Subject: Pre-Painting/Cleaning Process for TPO Plastic Fascias

Models: 2013 and Prior GM Passenger Cars and Trucks

This bulletin is being revised to clarify Subject and add the 2010-2013 model years. Please discard Corporate Bulletin 

Number 08-08-51-002 (Section 08 – Body and Accessories).

All fascias, with the exception of the Corvette, Camaro and Cadillac XLR, are made of TPO. You may find other TPO parts. If the technician has a question as to 

the type of plastic they are painting, inspect the back of the part for the plastic symbol (TPO). Prior to painting, prepare the part by following this process:

1. Wash with soap and water.

2. Clean with a 50% mix of isopropyl alcohol and water (or a waterborne cleaner). Check with your paint supplier for product recommendations.

3. Scuff sand per your paint supplier's recommendations.

Note:  The use of a solvent-type cleaner will soften, or begin to dissolve, the primer. Base coats do not have any affect on this primer.

4. Reclean with a 50% mix of isopropyl alcohol and water (or a waterborne cleaner).

GM bulletins are intended for use by professional technicians, NOT a "do-it-yourselfer".  They are written to inform these technicians of conditions that may 

occur on some vehicles, or to provide information that could assist in the proper service of a vehicle.  Properly trained technicians have the equipment, tools, 

safety instructions, and know-how to do a job properly and safely.  If a condition is described, DO NOT assume that the bulletin applies to your vehicle, or that 

your vehicle will have that condition.  See your GM dealer for information on whether your vehicle may benefit from the information.
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